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a tangible influence on electoral outcomes, 
some communities may respond by adopting 
measures that violate principles of fair and 
equal treatment. 

Such measures may include: 
1. Changes from single-member to at-large 

election districts; 
2. Changes to jurisdictional boundaries 

through annexation; or 
3. Changes to multilingual voting materials 

requirements. 
I think we can all agree that language mi-

norities and those residing in emerging com-
munities deserve protection from any such re-
taliatory election changes. The question is 
how this can best be achieved consistent with 
the overriding goal of bringing to the floor a bill 
that can pass both houses of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
is no ordinary piece of legislation. For millions 
of Americans, and many of us in Congress, 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 is sacred treas-
ure, earned by the sweat and toil and tears 
and blood of ordinary Americans who showed 
the world it was possible to accomplish ex-
traordinary things. In 2006, during the floor de-
bate on the reauthorization of the Voting 
Rights Act, I said: 

With our vote today on H.R. 9, each of us 
will earn a place in history. 

Therefore, the question before the House is 
whether our vote on the Voting Rights Act 
will mark this moment in history as a ‘‘day 
of infamy,’’ in FDR’s immortal words, or will 
commend us to and through future genera-
tions as the great defenders of the right to 
vote, the most precious of rights because it 
is preservative of all other rights. 

For my part, I stand with Fannie Lou 
Hamer and Rosa Parks and Coretta Scott 
King, great Americans who gave all and 
risked all to help America live up to the 
promise of its creed. 

I will vote to reauthorize the Voting 
Rights Act for the next 25 years. 

I am as committed to the preservation of the 
Voting Rights Act today as I was then and will 
not rest until the job is done. As I stated dur-
ing the historic 2006 debate: 

I stand today an heir of the Civil Rights 
Movement, a beneficiary of the Voting 
Rights Act. I would be breaking faith with 
those who risked all and gave all to secure 
for my generation the right to vote if I did 
not do all I can to strengthen the Voting 
Rights Act so that it will forever keep open 
doors that shut out so many for so long. 

This is why I intend to work with my col-
leagues and others as H.R. 3899 works its 
way forward and to do all I can to protect the 
voting rights of all Americans. 

f 

DIANA ARANDA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Diana Aranda 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Diana Aranda 
is a 12th grader at Arvada High School and 
received this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Diana 
Aranda is exemplary of the type of achieve-

ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Diana Aranda for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

HONORING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ALEXANDRIA 
TRANSIT COMPANY AND DASH 
BUS SYSTEM 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
the honoring of the 30th anniversary of the Al-
exandria Transit Company’s (ATC) and the ini-
tiation of the city’s DASH bus system. 

Mayor Charles ‘‘Chuck’’ Beatley was the 
champion and father of DASH, and had a vi-
sion over 30 years ago of a bus system that 
would serve the local transit needs of the 
community and provide high quality transit 
service to the residents, workers, and visitors 
of the City of Alexandria. The ATC Chairman 
of 22 years, Mr. William ‘‘ Bill’’ B. Hurd shared 
the Mayor’s vision and helped to create the or-
ganization that became so successful under 
his leadership; and who fostered a back-to-ba-
sics approach of operating safe and reliable 
service with clean buses and friendly and 
courteous drivers. 

The DASH transit plays a vital role in the 
city of Alexandria by providing clean, safe, af-
fordable, and reliable transportation service 
every day to thousands of commuters, city 
residents, workers, and visitors. The total rid-
ership over the past 30 years has increased 
by over 360%, with a total annual ridership of 
over four million, an average of 14,500 pas-
sengers riding DASH every weekday and 
12,000 passengers riding on the weekends; 
and expanded service from 582,000 miles in 
the first full year of service to over 1.6 million 
miles today. 

I am pleased to say that DASH contributes 
to the quality of life and preserving the liv-
ability of Alexandria by mitigating traffic im-
pacts, improving circulation and mobility 
throughout the city, and providing easier ac-
cess to local businesses, retail and employ-
ment centers, residential developments, and to 
the regional Metrorail and the Virginia Railway 
Express commuter rail systems. Over the past 
four years, DASH has been purchasing envi-
ronmentally friendly and low-floor hybrid elec-
tric buses and trolleys, which have provided 
great benefits including: reduced air pollutant 
emissions, reduced fuel consumption, in-
creased transmission and brake life, and re-
duced engine noise, while improving accessi-
bility and dwell times, and providing a smooth-
er ride overall. 

Metro Magazine named DASH one of the 
‘‘10 Great Transit Systems to Work For,’’ and 
the Alexandria Commission for Women recog-
nized the DASH General Manager, Sandy 
Modell, with the Salute to Women Leadership 
in Business and Career Development Award. 

On behalf of the residents of the 8th Con-
gressional District of Virginia, I congratulate 
the entire DASH bus system, its employees, 
and the Board of Directors, for their efforts 
and significant contributions to the Alexandria 
community to improve mobility and accessi-
bility throughout the city, and for their achieve-
ments that have been recognized both nation-
ally and by the Commonwealth of Virginia, in 
providing the highest quality of transit service 
to Alexandria residents, workers, and visitors, 
and in helping to make Alexandria a truly Liv-
able, Green, and Prospering City. 

f 

DANIA HERNANDEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Dania Her-
nandez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Dania 
Hernandez is a 12th grader at Jefferson High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Dania Her-
nandez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Dania Hernandez for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON BARBER 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, due to a meet-
ing with members of the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee, I missed one recorded vote 
on March 6. I would like to indicate at this 
point how I would have voted had I been 
present for that vote. 

On rollcall No. 110, agreeing to the amend-
ment offered by Mr. NADLER of New York to 
exempt from the bill any construction project 
for a nuclear facility planned in an area des-
ignated as an earthquake fault zone, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

EDGAR HERNANDEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Edgar Her-
nandez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Edgar 
Hernandez is a 12th grader at Jefferson High 
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